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Starting School with a Smile
Welcome to Dunsandel School.
Starting School is an exciting time for you and your child. It is also an exciting time for our
school as we welcome you and your child to our school.
We hope the information in this “Starting School with a Smile” pack will be of assistance to
you and your child in achieving a happy and smooth transition to our school.
If you have any questions, problems or concerns please let us know. We look forward to you
being part of Dunsandel School.

Dave Robinson and the staff of Dunsandel School

Starting School with a Smile – How to Enrol
Children may be enrolled on their fifth birthday and must be enrolled by their sixth birthday.
To enrol at our school you have to be living in our enrolment zone – a map of our zone can be found on our
website www.dunsandel.school.nz in the Parent Information section.
What is required at time of enrolment?
 School enrolment form completed.
 School Emergency contacts form and signings completed.
 Birth Certificate.
 Immunisation Certificate.
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Our “Starting School with a Smile” Transition Programme
We offer three visits to school before your child starts school.
Visit one – Morning (9:00 a.m. – 1.30 p.m.).
Visit Two – Afternoon (12:30 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.).
Visit Three – Full day (9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.).
These visits are pre-arranged with the classroom teacher. When your child begins their visits to Room 1, we try
to ensure that all children come in the correct school uniform. This allows them to feel part of the Dunsandel
School Family and be the same as everyone else. Your child will need to bring a lunchbox and water bottle when
at school for all visits. For Visit One, your child will need food for morning tea, snack break and lunch. For Visit
Two, they will need their lunch, as well as a small snack for our Snack and Story time. They will need food for
Morning Tea, Snack, Lunch and Snack and Story on their third visit (full day).
The purpose of these visits is to introduce your child to our school environment and enable them to develop an
understanding of what happens at school. When your child looks settled we recommend that you say goodbye
and return at the end of the visit. This will allow your child and the teacher to get to know one another. Some
children become upset at the thought of Mum or Dad leaving, but generally quickly settle once they have left.
Please be assured, if your child is distressed or not settling, the class teacher will contact you immediately.
During all visits it is school policy that your child is picked up and dropped off by a Parent or Caregiver.
During these visits your child will be shown:
 Where to hang their bag
 Where to put their lunchbox and drink bottle
 Where to sit during class time
 Where the toilets are
 Where to play at playtime
 Where to have a drink
 Where to sit for eating
While in class your child will also participate in normal classroom activities.
These visit times are flexible because we recognise that every child is an individual; however, to minimise
disruption, transition is managed with the whole class’s learning and well-being in mind.
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Starting School with a Smile - Preparing for School
Does your child know?






How to read and write their first name?
How to hold a pen/pencil correctly?
How to count and read the numbers 1-10?
The names of some alphabet letters and their sounds?
The names of basic shapes and colours?

Can your child cope with?






Independently toileting and hand washing?
Being responsible for their belongings – packing and unpacking their bag?
Sharing equipment?
Eating their lunch independently (opening packets)?
Putting shoes on and taking them off?

These things listed are helpful for children who are beginning school. If your child is working towards some of these
skills, we are here to help.

Starting School with a Smile – The First Day
Your child may experience a variety of emotions on their first actual day at school. These may include excitement,
enjoyment, confusion and tiredness. Keep expectations realistic and encourage confidence. Your positive attitude
will help your child’s transition to school.
On your child’s first day, please ensure that you arrive at school in plenty of time to help your child put his/her
belongings away in the right places and to say hello to the teacher and the other members of the class. We value
independence at school – please encourage your child to take responsibility for organising their belongings, and give
them plenty of praise and encouragement for doing so. Often it is best to leave just before the bells rings.
Miss Harrold is the Room One teacher. She can be contacted via email tracey@dunsandel.school.nz or by ringing
the school (03) 3254079, extension 251.
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Uniform

Eating at School

We do have a school uniform and this is purchased from the school
office.

The children eat their morning tea at
10:00am. There is a snack time at 11:20am
and lunch is at 12:40pm. Children do get
hungry during the day.
Large apples and oranges are better cut
into smaller pieces - it can take long time to
eat a whole apple or to peel an orange.
The PTA offer school lunches once or twice
a term for a small fee – information about
these are advertised in the school
newsletter. Our school council operate the
pie warmer during terms two and three –
this will be advertised in the school
newsletter.

Bus
The school has two bus runs. Please see the Office staff to
organise the bus for your child.
Children can take the bus if they live in the township – there is a
$25 cost per term for this service.

Stationery
Stationery can be purchased through the school. Miss Harrold will
have a stationery list of requirements.

Sickness
The good health of your child is important to your child, their
peers, you at home and the school staff.
We know children will often insist on attending school, but we ask
you to be firm and make adult decisions that are in the best
interests of your child and the other children in the class. Ask
yourself the following questions when your child is sick/ill….
•
Is my child well enough to do the activities of the school
day? If not, keep your child at home.
•
Does my child have a condition that could be passed on to
other children or school staff? If so, keep your child at home.
•
Would I take a day off work if I had this condition? If so,
keep your child at home.
If your child is to be absent from school please ring the school
office before 8:55am so the school is aware of your child’s
whereabouts.
If your child is suffering from sickness and/or diarrhoea, they must
not return to school until 36 hours AFTER their last bout of
sickness/diarrhoea. Thank you for your understanding with this.
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Playtimes
After morning tea, at snack time, and after
the children have eaten lunch, they have
playtime. Children in Room One play on
the school side. Once they are in Room 2
they will have the opportunity to play
across the road at lunchtime if they wish.
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Starting School with a Smile in Room One
Frequently Asked Questions
What is the Routine in Room 1?
Monday – Thursday’s learning in Room 1 follows the same routine. You will receive information about Friday’s
timetable in the Room 1 welcome newsletter given to you by Miss Harrold when your child starts school. Children
feel safe and secure when they know what to expect from their day at school and when they can organise
themselves for learning. Each morning the children need to bring their lunch box, water bottle and reading folder
into the classroom and put them in the appropriate places. We do ask that you encourage your child to organise
their own belongings, as this helps them to get into the routine of organising themselves for learning each day.
9 – 10.00
Roll, Maths
10.00- 10:20.
Morning Tea
10:20 – 11:20.
Shared reading, Guided Reading, Literacy Rotations
11:20 – 11:30.
Snack break
11:30 – 12:40
Phonics, Writing, Handwriting, Literacy Rotations
12:40 – 1:30
Lunch.
1:30 – 3:00
Story and Snack, Swimming (Terms 1 & 4), Topic, Assembly, Sport, etc.

Do I need to name clothing?
Please ensure that all of your child’s clothing is named, including underwear and socks (during terms 1
and 4, clothing inevitably gets mixed up when the children are changing for swimming). Please ensure
that your child has a spare pair of underwear in a plastic bag in their school bag at all times. If your child
does have an accident at school, we can provide a spare change of shorts or pants, but it’s nicer for the
children to change into their own underwear instead of borrowing a spare pair. In terms 1 and 4, the
children at Dunsandel School should all have navy blue sunhats to wear.

Will my child have homework?
Homework should be completed each day, Monday – Thursday. As part of the weekly class newsletter that will be
stuck into your child’s homework book, there will be a homework log for you to sign each night.
Reading book: Your child will bring their reading book from that day home with them in their homework folder
each night, to share with you. Alphabet Chart: Your child will have an alphabet chart stuck into their homework
book to revise at home each night. Sight Words: Each early reading level has a list of high frequency words
commonly found in those books. Your child will be given these words on a chart stuck into their homework book
to practise with you each night.
Miss Harrold will provide more detailed information about homework in the Room 1 Welcome Newsletter.

When do we get Newsletters?
A school newsletter is sent home each Monday – it can also downloaded from our website
www.dunsandel.school.nz. Miss Harrold also sends home a class newsletter each Monday

Can the children use the Selwyn Library bus?
The Selwyn Library Bus visits the school every month. Miss Harrold will send home an enrolment form for you to
complete if you wish your child to get a library card.

Is there a school assembly I can come to?
On Friday there is a school assembly in the afternoon at 2:20. Each week a different class shares something that
they have been working on in class. Teachers will also present PRIDE awards in this assembly. Parents are
encouraged to come along and watch. Miss Harrold will advise you when it is Room One’s turn to share in
assembly in her class newsletter.
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Starting School with a Smile
Dunsandel School Key Staff
Principal: Mr Dave Robinson.

Deputy Principal: Miss Tracey Harrold.

School Secretary: Mrs Felicity Pluck.
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Other References





Parent Information Booklet.
Weekly School Newsletter – copies available on website.
Weekly Class Newsletter.
Room 1 Welcome Newsletter – Please keep this
somewhere safe as it will be great to refer to during the
year.
 School website www.dunsandel.school.nz includes a
frequently asked questions page.
 Our School App – search Dunsandel.
 Your School – Child Book.
Any problems, questions or concerns please don’t hesitate to ask.

Dunsandel School
Irvines Road, RD2, Dunsandel 7682
Phone 03 3254079
Fax 03 3254492
Office Email admin@dunsandel.scghool.nz
Miss Harrold Email tracey@dunsandel.school.nz
Principal Email principal@dunsandel.school.nz
Website www.dunsandel.school.nz
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