
Animals in the War 

In both World War 1 and World War 2, there were lots of animals involved in the war, in some way or 

another. Animals had lots of different ‘jobs’ in the war e.g. for communication (no iPhones!), transport, 

comfort/company for the soldiers, “mascots”, detecting gas, hunting rodents in the trenches, etc. Some 

animals were taken from the soldiers’ countries and some were found and adopted in the places where 

the soldiers fought. Of course, many of these animals didn’t come home from the war, but some did.  

Here are some of the animals that were used, or played a role, during the First World War in campaigns 

fought by the Anzacs: 

Cats, dogs, horses, donkeys, camels, kangaroos, goats, tortoises, pigeons, rabbits, koalas, possums, 

sheep, chickens, mules and canaries.  

 Interesting, right?! There were some questionable animals taken, e.g. koalas. There are photographs of 

Australian soldiers in Egypt in 1915, who had taken koalas with them for company and to remind them of 

home, but what is a koala going to eat in Egypt? There are no eucalyptus trees. 

What do I want you to do?  I want you to choose three animals (they don’t have to be on this list) and find 

out why they went to war – what was their job in the war?/why were they taken to the war? You will likely 

need to use the internet for this task!  
(You can type straight onto this word document and save a copy to send back to me, or you can write it on 

paper and take a photo… or you might have another idea for how you would like to present your work) 

Animal 1: ________________. 

 

 

 

 

Animal 2: _________________. 

 

 

 

 

Animal 3: __________________. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Extra writing task (optional): 

If you were a soldier and you had to choose an animal to take to war with you (pretend 

it’s 105 years ago in 1915), what would you choose? Why?  


