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Monday 20 July 2026 
• Country Day 
• Teacher only Day 
• Chocolate Fundraiser 
• Hot Lunch Friday is Back 

News and Notes from the Principal 
Nau mai, haere mai.  
Ngā mihi nui kia koutou katoa,  
I hope everyone enjoyed a safe and relaxing holiday break. Term 3 is shaping up to be a busy and 
exciting one, with a highlight for many—Country Day—coming up in Week 9, on Friday 18 September. 
This is always a favourite day for both students and staff, and this year’s theme is Life on Planet Earth. 
More information about our day will be sent home in the coming weeks. 
Staff will be working alongside our colleagues from Leeston, Southbridge and Ellesmere College on 
Friday 21 August – this is our second Teacher Only Day with the Ministry of Education on the Maths 
Curriculum.  Please note school will be closed on this day. 
On the front page of this News & Notes, you’ll find our Term 3 Assembly Schedule along with other key 
dates to note. Please stay informed about what’s happening at school by keeping up with the school 
newsletter and your child’s class newsletter. 
You can also stay connected with us through Facebook and our school app. To download the app, 
search for SchoolAppsNZ in your app store and then select Dunsandel School from within the app. 
 
Chocolate Fundraiser – Exciting times! Our school chocolate fundraiser kicks off next week!  
This year we will be trying something a little different from the previous years. 
Instead of sending a box of chocolate home with your eldest child, we will be 
using a Google Form to manage chocolate orders.  
You will find the google form on our school website homepage 
www.dunsandelschool.co.nz  this will make it quick and easy to request your 
initial box of chocolate and any additional boxes if you would like to sell more.  
This is a trial for 2026, and we hope this new system makes the process 
simpler and more convenient for everyone.   
 
A box of chocolate is valued at $60. Each chocolate bar sells for $2, making it easy to share with family, 
friends, neighbours, or workmates and perfect timing for calving season. Once your order has been 
received, the cost of your chocolates will be added to your school account. Payment can be made once 
your chocolates have been sold or when you collect your order You can pay directly in to our school 
account - Board of Trustees 02-0860-0049250-00. 
Every box sold helps raise valuable funds for our school, and we greatly appreciate the support of our 
wonderful school community. Thank you for helping make this year's chocolate fundraiser a sweet 
success! 
 
 
 

http://www.dunsandelschool.co.nz/


Hot Lunch Friday continues – Please make sure your 
child’s food is wrapped in tin foil and clearly named at 
home with their name, room number and what the item is 
clearly written in vivid pen (we do not have spare tinfoil at 
school). There will be 3 labelled baskets (class groups will 
go together) on the walkway before school for children to 
place their items in.  Please do not send children to school 
with noodles, or any items that require hot water. Only 
ONE item per child please (we simply do not have the 
space). If you do not have a vivid marker at home, please 
do not cellotape white paper to the tinfoil, we have vivid’s 
here for students to use when they arrive at school. 
 
Nut Allergy: A reminder that we have a child who has a nut allergy to peanuts and peanut based 
products. If this child comes into contact with peanuts or peanut based products, even touch some 
peanut residue left on surfaces, they can have a life-threatening allergic reaction. To avoid such an 
emergency, we ask that you limit the amount of peanut-based products or peanut butter you send to 
school in your child’s lunch. Thank you for your understanding and co-operation.  
 
Enjoy the first week back 
Ngā mihi nui 

 
 

Dave Robinson;  
Principal/Tumuaki/Punong-guro 
Itinerant music lessons Term 3 2026 
Our music teachers travel to Dunsandel School each week to teach ukulele and piano lessons. There 
are now spaces available for new students who would like to learn. 
 
Term 3 Details: 
Piano – 7 lessons for term 3 = $140 
Ukulele – 10 lessons for term 3 = $200 
Please note: Ms Chamberlain will be away for the final three weeks of Term 3, so there will be 7 piano 
lessons this term. Ukulele lessons will continue as usual, with Mrs Birnie teaching all 10 lessons. 
Once your child is enrolled, they are committed to the programme for the full term. 
Payment is required before the third lesson, unless an alternative arrangement has been made with the 
school office. 
If your child would like to participate, please complete the form below and return it to the school office.  
Children who participated in the programme during Term 2 will automatically continue into Term 3, 
unless the school is advised otherwise by a parent or caregiver. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Music lessons 
 
Childs name……………………………………….. 
 
My child would like to learn the    Piano     or Ukulele   circle one 
 
Signed …………………………………………………… 
 
 
 
 
 
 



After school Routine Term 3 2026 
We understand some after school routines can change from time to time with sport and after school 
activities. At any time, you can contact the office or complete your new after school routine and send it 
back to school. If you have a message for after school, please leave a message on our bus line. NO 
emails will be checked for after school routine changes.  
 
 
Childs name…………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    

 

PTA News and Notes 
Hello everyone, 
 
I hope you all had a relaxing break over the holidays and are feeling refreshed for Term 3! 
Welcome back to what is always one of our busiest terms. We have plenty happening over the coming weeks, and 
we’d love your support. 
 
This week is your last chance to get your orders in for our Nothing Naughty Protein Bars fundraiser. Orders close 
on 24 July. (Order form attached) I was lucky enough to get my hands on a sample over the holidays, and I can 
honestly say they’re delicious, definitely worth giving them a try! 
 
Our next big focus will be our Calf Fundraiser, which is always a fantastic fundraiser for the PTA. We’d love to 
welcome back all of last year’s generous calf donors, and we’re always excited to have new families get involved 
too. If you’d like to donate a calf or find out more, please contact Selene or see the attached flyer for all the 
details. 
 
Not long until our annual Country Day Cake Auction. It might feel like it’s still a little way off, but it will be here 
before we know it! So dust off those mixing bowls and start practising your cake decorating skills. Once the 
school announces this year’s Country Day theme, we’ll be looking for registrations. 
 
Term 3 is certainly a busy one for me with calving on the farm, but it’s also one of my favourite terms at school. I 
look forward to seeing the wonderful sharing at assemblies, cheering on our students at kapa haka events, and, 
of course, celebrating the highlight of the year—Country Day. 
 
We’ll be holding our next PTA meeting in early September, but in the meantime, if you have any questions, ideas, 
or would like to get involved, please don’t hesitate to chat with me at school drop-off or pick-up, email us 
at ptadunsandel@gmail.com, or call or text me on 027 335 5020. 
 
Have a fantastic Term 3! 
 
Shae Brown 
PTA President 
Calendar Dunsandel School  
Click here for our School Calendar on Google.  
School Calendar can be accessed on our School 
App. 

Irvines Road, RD2 
Dunsandel 7682 
Phone 03 3254079 
www.dunsandel.school.nz 
Office Email Buying Uniform 

mailto:ptadunsandel@gmail.com
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0?cid=Y19rbTBqYWZ2OGM3YTZ2b2NvZjl1cjNpcTM2MEBncm91cC5jYWxlbmRhci5nb29nbGUuY29t
http://www.dunsandel.school.nz/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Go to the Mainland Uniforms website - personalised 
page for our school: -  
https://www.mainlanduniforms.nz/241-dunsandel-
school 
This link is also on the home page of our school 
website. 
………………………………………………………………… 
 
 
 
 
 
We are a 100% smoke free school in accordance 
with the Smokefree Environments Act.  This 
means the whole school is smoke and vape free - 
indoors and on the school grounds.   

admin@dunsandel.school.nz 
Principal 
Dave Robinson 
principal@dunsandel.school.nz 
Deputy Principal 
Tracey Harrold 
tracey@dunsandel.school.nz 
School Secretary 
Felicity Pluck 
felicity@dunsandel.school.nz 
Board Presiding Member 
Mick O’Connor 
PTA President 
Shae Brown 
School Account Number 
Board of Trustees 02-0860-0049250-00 
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