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Monday 10 August 2026 
• Speech Finals; Winter Sport; Assembly EC Exploration Day; Teacher Only Day 
• Country Day Pet Opportunity  

News and Notes from the Principal 
Nau mai, haere mai.  
Ngā mihi nui kia koutou katoa,  
The last couple of weeks have been a challenge for us with a number of children and staff absent from 
school.  There is a nasty flu doing the rounds and it has hit our staff and their families too.  If your child is 
showing signs of flu or isn’t well, please keep them at home until they are well enough to return. You can 
leave an absence message either on the phone line or the app.  
Speech Finals - On Wednesday evening we have Miah, Henry, Noah and Alex competing in the annual 
Ngā Mātapuna o te Waihora Speech finals against our friends from Leeston and Southbridge Schools.  
This year the event is being hosted at Leeston School.  I know all four will do their very best and I look 
forward to seeing them present their speeches.   
Assembly – Thank-you to everyone who came to our Assembly on Friday.  Our next assembly is this 
Friday starting 220pm.  The children from Rooms 3 and 4 will be sharing.  All welcome.    
Winter Sport – We are hosting Southbridge School on Thursday afternoon.  Our rugby, netball and 
soccer teams will have their last games before the Ellesmere Winter tournament next week.  Games will 
start 100pm.  All welcome. 
Ellesmere College Exploration Day – Our Year 6’s will be spending the afternoon at Ellesmere College 
on Tuesday 11 August at the Ellesmere College Exploration Day.  Thanks to EC for providing the 
transport for our children to get there and from Leeston.   
Teacher Only Day – School will be closed on Friday 21 August for a Teacher Only Day.  We will be 
working with our colleagues from Leeston, Southbridge and EC.  
Country Day Pet Opportunity - With Country Day coming up in week 9, we understand that not all 
families have pets at home for a variety of reasons.  Thanks to the generosity of one of our school 
families, there is a wonderful opportunity for children without a pet to experience caring for an animal 
by raising a calf as if it were their own. 
The commitment involves spending a little time each day after school feeding and caring for the calf. It's 
a rewarding opportunity to learn responsibility, build confidence, and enjoy the experience of caring for 
an animal. If you think this is something your child would enjoy and benefit from, please contact Liz 
on 021 258 8316 for more information. 
Chocolate Fundraiser – Once again, thank you for your support, we still have a few boxes at the office 
available for anyone who would like more. Please make sure you book on our website. 
School Accounts – These have been sent home today, if you have any questions please see the office.  
Enjoy the week ahead.   
Ngā mihi nui 

 
 

Dave Robinson;  Principal/Tumuaki/Punong-guro 
 
 



PRIDE Awards 
Room 1 – Bryn - Bryn, what a super start you have made 
to life at school! You tackle every new challenge with 
such a positive attitude and always try your absolute 
best. You are a star at blending your sounds to read your 
books and not only are you doing take-aways with your 
maths you are taking off!  You are also a wonderful friend 
to everyone and I have been very impressed with the way 
you use initiative to help and welcome new children to 
our classroom. We are very lucky to have such a kind, 
caring boy like you in our classroom. Keep up the great 
work, Bryn—you’re a star! 
Room 2 – Sonny - Sonny, I am so proud to give this 
award to you today because you are doing incredible 
things with your learning.  This whole year you have not 
once given up on anything.  You get your work done without any fuss or bother and it always looks 
amazing!  I love how you are really flying along with your reading and you are gobbling up really tricky 
reading books these days.  We all love you for your sporty ways - (especially your huge rugby kicks) and 
your kindness towards others.  Keep up the awesome work Sonny - you are one very cool kid! 
Room 4 – Freddie - Freddie, You are an absolute superstar! This PRIDE award goes to you for all of your 
outstanding determination, empathy, and respect. I have loved watching your learning take off recently. 
You are using your addition strategies so well, reading like a total pro, and comparing fractions like 
you've been doing it your whole life! I am so proud of your hard work, and I can't wait to see what 
amazing skills you master next. On top of your brilliant efforts in the classroom, it has been wonderful to 
see how kind, thoughtful, and caring you are to everyone around you. You always show great respect to 
your classmates and make sure everyone feels included. Keep shining bright and being your wonderful 
self, you make our room a happier place! 
Lily-May - This PRIDE award goes to you Lily-May for all of your hard work and empathy. I have loved 
seeing your determination in your learning, you are reading like a pro and writing some fantastic stories. 
Your hard work is inspiring to those around you. I also love the way you are so kind to others, making 
sure everyone feels included, heard, and valued in our school. You bring such calmness to our 
classroom with your gentle presence and are always making us smile and laugh. I love hearing you 
share your ideas and insights. Keep it up Lily-May, you are amazing! 
Room 5 – Tym - Tym, you can be so proud of yourself for all of the effort you put into your learning. You 
are a maths whizz who solves problems so quickly! You are working hard to master the English language 
and are flying along with your progress in speaking, reading, and writing. It is wonderful to see you use 
your initiative to learn the meanings of new words during writing sessions. We love having you in Room 
5; you bring so much fun and have a great sense of humour. You are also super sporty, and we love your 
enthusiasm for Mr Happer's sports sessions, especially soccer! Keep up the great work, Tym—you’re a 
star! 
Jack - Jack, what an epic year you are having! You’re zooming along with your learning, taking brave risks 
when learning new concepts, and giving every task your best effort. It is also so great to see your 
confidence in yourself as a learner continue to flourish! Your creative brain amazes me—you bring so 
many great ideas to the classroom, you are a true artist, and you use such wonderful vocabulary in your 
writing! You are also such a kind and caring friend to everyone in Room 5. Be proud of yourself, Jack! I 
can’t wait to see what you accomplish next. 
Room 6 – Richie - This PRIDE award is for consistently living our PRIDE values every single day. Richie, 
you are a shining example of hard work and dedication, putting 100% effort into everything you do. 
Beyond being an amazing student, you are the ultimate big brother and a truly kind, funny, and 
wonderful friend. Your passion for goldfish really shines through in your art, showing incredible care and 
attention to detail and I can’t wait to see your finished Country Day masterpiece! We’ve also been so 
proud to watch your confidence grow as you share your learning, thoughts, and brilliant ideas with the 
class. Room 6 is a better place because you are in it! Keep being awesome, Richie! 
 



PTA News and Notes 
Hello everyone, 
 
I hope you’ve all had a great weekend and are enjoying the start of Term 3! 
 
Nothing Naughty bars have arrived!  
I have contacted everyone but just a reminder, they will be ready for collection from the PTA kitchen 
(next to Room 6) from 3pm Monday 10th. Thanks so much to everyone who supported this fundraiser — 
we really appreciate it! 
 
Country Day is coming up!  
Time to get your cake entries in for our annual Country Day cake auction! We’d love to see lots of 
delicious creations entered! Check out the flyer for all the information on what’s needed and how to 
enter. 
 
We are still taking donations for our calf fundraising and if you are thinking about your spring garden we 
have still have some bales of straw for sale as well.  
 
As always, thank you for your continued support of the PTA. Every fundraiser and contribution helps us 
provide extra resources and opportunities for our children, and we really appreciate everyone getting 
behind us. 
 
If you have any questions, ideas or just want to get in touch with the PTA, feel free to contact me on 
0273355020 
 
Have a great week! 
 
Shae Brown 
PTA President 
 
Calendar Dunsandel School  
Click here for our School Calendar on Google.  
School Calendar can be accessed on our School 
App. 
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Buying Uniform 

Go to the Mainland Uniforms website - personalised 
page for our school: -  
https://www.mainlanduniforms.nz/241-dunsandel-
school 
This link is also on the home page of our school 
website. 
………………………………………………………………… 
 
 
 
 
 
We are a 100% smoke free school in accordance 
with the Smokefree Environments Act.  This 
means the whole school is smoke and vape free - 
indoors and on the school grounds.   
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