
 



 



 

Monday 14 September 2026 
• Country Day; No Hot Lunch Friday this week. 
• Safety Vests 

News and Notes from the Principal 
Nau mai, haere mai.  
Ngā mihi nui kia koutou katoa,  

Country Day is 4 sleeps away.  Country Day is this Friday and it’s a day that has 
a special place on our calendar.  I know we have excited children and staff who are looking forward 
to the day.  On page 2 of this newsletter is the outline of the day – the full Country Day Information 
Booklet can be found on our school website (Our School – Country Day).  This is our biggest day of 
the year, and we would love as many families as possible to come along and share in the day.  This 
day is a day for our children and our school community.  So come along and have a sausage, check 
out the art and handwriting on display in the hall. Catch up with old friends and introduce yourself 
to new friends.  AND please keep your fingers crossed for good weather. 
All our Country Day information is up on our website – click the link on our home page.   
Safety Vests – We have exhausted our Spare 
Safety Vest supply – please have a check at home 
and in your child’s school bag so we can have 
these returned to school.   
Hot Lunch Friday – There will be No Hot Lunch 
Friday this week with it being Country Day. 
Assembly – Thank-you to everyone who came 
along to our final Friday Assembly for the term.  
As always, we appreciate support.   
Canterbury Duathlon - Well done to our captain 
Millie, and her teammates – Liam, Archer, Lewis 
and Jasper who competed at the Canterbury 
Primary Schools Duathlon at Ruapuna Raceway 
last Monday.   
Chocolate update – We have officially sold out of 
the chocolates. A massive thank you for all your 
effort and support. Now is the time to bring all the money back to the office by Friday 18 September. 
Once all the money has been returned, we will draw the prizes.  
I look forward to seeing everyone at our Country Day on Friday.   
Ngā mihi nui 

 
 

Dave Robinson;  
Principal/Tumuaki/Punong-guro 
 
 



PTA News and Notes 
Hello Everyone  
How excited are we for Country Day.  
I’m super excited to see all the pets, the Kapa Haka performances, the sausage sizzle, cupcakes and, of 
course, the much-anticipated cake auction!  
 
We’re still looking for a few bakers to help provide the judges’ morning tea, so if you’re able to whip 
something up, please get in touch. 
 
We’re also looking for a few extra helpers on Saturday 19th to lend a hand with our catering event. If you 
have some spare time and can help out, we’d love to hear from you! 
 
Tomorrow is the last chance to get your King Seeds and Lily bulb orders in. Please email your orders 
to ptadunsandel@gmail.com or drop them into the school office. 
 
A huge thank you, as always, for your amazing support of the PTA. We can’t wait to see you all on Friday 
and enjoy a great Country Day together 
 
Shae Brown  
PTA President  
 
PRIDE Awards   
Room 1 – Cohen - Cohen, you are a gem. 💎 You 
have made such a super start to life at school. You 
tackle every new challenge with such a positive 
attitude and always try your absolute best. 🥰 You 
follow instructions like a superstar, and you’re 
getting so good at blending sounds to make words 
when you read—wow! You’re also super neat when 
you write both your numbers and all your letters. You 
take great pride in the way you go about everything 
at school. Not only that, you are a wonderful friend 
to everyone. Cohen, you are one cool cucumber. 
Thank you for being such a great member of the 
Room 1 team - you’re a super star! ⭐ 
Room 3 – Blake - Blake, this PRIDE award is for you, 
for all the determination and enthusiasm you show 
towards your learning. I have been impressed by the 
way you keep working at tricky tasks and even have time to help those around you. You are a reading 
expert, finding out all sorts of cool information and you are really getting into solving maths puzzles 
quickly. Blake I love that you are so kind and caring and that you are always looking out for everybody. I 
am proud to be your teacher! 
Ilah-Rose - Ilah-Rose what an awesome term you are having. You have been putting a lot of effort into 
your learning and what fantastic success you are having. Your reading is expressive and you can 
expertly work out tricky words. I am proud of you for the way you have taken care when doing your 
Country Day art and handwriting and you can be proud of how they look. I love your creativity and the 
wee crafts you make are very cute. Ilah-Rose don’t ever stop being the enthusiastic, confident, kind girl 
that you are, because the world needs more people like you. 
Room 4 – Raiden  - This PRIDE award goes to you, Raiden, for all of your respect, empathy, 
participation, and determination. You bring so much kindness, hard work, and honesty to our class 
each day. I love how you are always striving to do and be your best. You show so much determination 
within your learning, you are always giving everything a go, believe in yourself, and give 100% to each 
task. On top of always trying your hardest in learning, you are a respectful and thoughtful friend. You 
show deep empathy by checking in on others, treating everyone with care and ensuring that every 
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person in our class feels included and valued. I also love how you are always showing respect by being 
honest and standing up for what's right. Your positive attitude and great character make our class a 
better place to be, Keep shining Raiden! 
Room 5 – Marcus - Marcus, this award goes to you for being such a PRIDE role model in Room 5 
recently. You consistently take the initiative to prepare yourself for learning and have created a focused, 
positive workspace to ensure that you get the most out of your time. Your contributions to class 
discussions are thoughtful and valuable, and your caring nature and love of fun make you a fantastic 
friend to your classmates. Marcus, you are so clever and capable of accomplishing big things—keep 
bringing this determination to everything you do, and the sky will be the limit! 
Christyn  - Christyn, you should be so proud of how hard you have worked on your handwriting and art 
in preparation for Country Day! You have spent hours ensuring your handwriting reflects your absolute 
best effort, and the finished product is beautiful. Your artwork shows how carefully you considered 
every single brushstroke—I can't wait for everyone to admire your hard work on Country Day! Christyn, 
you are such a supportive, encouraging friend to everyone in our class. You are everyone’s biggest 
cheerleader, and I know no one will ever feel sad or lonely with you around. You are a star, Christyn, 
keep up the fabulous work. 
Room 6 – Ozy - Ozy, you are a wonderful member of Room 6. You enter the classroom each day with a 
big smile and a warm greeting, setting the scene for an excellent day. Your great sense of humor brings 
such positive energy to our classroom. You have a wonderful ability to connect with anyone and 
instantly lift the room. Ozy, I have loved seeing you grow in confidence to step up and challenge yourself 
to share your ideas and opinions during class discussions. Your energy, determination, and positive 
attitude make our classroom such a fun place to be. Awesome work, Ozy! 
Miah  - Miah, what an absolute shining star you are in Room 6! You set your sights high and consistently 
strive for excellence in everything you do. Your dedication, focus, and drive are truly inspiring—you 
always make sure you thoroughly understand your learning and take immense pride in crafting top-
quality work. I love your fearless attitude and passion for trying new things! Whether you’re giving it your 
all on the sports field representing Dunsandel School, beautifully leading waiata at Kapa Haka, or 
shining brightly with a solo performance at Strum, Strike, Blow, you bring boundless energy and 
enthusiasm. Thank you for being such an extraordinary role model—keep reaching for the stars, Miah! 
 
Calendar Dunsandel School  
Click here for our School Calendar on Google.  
School Calendar can be accessed on our School 
App. 
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Buying Uniform 

Go to the Mainland Uniforms website - personalised 
page for our school: -  
https://www.mainlanduniforms.nz/241-dunsandel-
school 
This link is also on the home page of our school 
website. 
………………………………………………………………… 
 
 
 
 
 
We are a 100% smoke free school in accordance 
with the Smokefree Environments Act.  This 
means the whole school is smoke and vape free - 
indoors and on the school grounds.   
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